
 
 

Meet Steve Blair, a 17 year veteran of Intel Oregon (Hawthorne Farms among other sites) who 
retired in 2012.  Steve held the position of Sr. System Analyst on the Materials Management side of 
SAP.  Steve and his wife of 28 years, Barbara, now have a photography business including photo 
restoration, fine art photography, weddings and portraits. 

 
Steve first became interested in photography when he was in 
junior high school.  He had always enjoyed art but discovered 
he was not very good at drawing or painting so when he 
discovered photography, he realized that was how he could take 
advantage of his artistic side.  His first camera was a Kodak 
Duaflex II and he still has it (even though it no longer works). 
He also has the first picture he took with that camera - a photo 
taken at the Oregon coast.  He says it is “not much of a photo 
but it does show a stormy day at the coast.” Steve’s original 
career plan was to study architecture in college but the Viet 
Nam war put that off and he ended up earning his degree in 
Management Information Systems.  
 

For the most part, Steve was self-taught in his early days of 
learning the ins and outs of photography.  After he got out of 
the Navy he took several workshops and classes in the 
Portland area and says they were a big help in learning how 
to take a good photograph – “not just a snapshot.” He also 
studied other photographers including Ansel Adams, 
Edward Weston and Don Worth. While he was attending 
these classes he processed his own black and white film and 
made his own prints. He converted a small bedroom into a 

make-shift darkroom and used it for 
a few years before “life got in the way 
and the darkroom had to become a 
bedroom again.”  
 
Thirty years ago Steve was taking 
photos more as a hobby and was 
lucky enough to be able to display 
them in the lobby of the company he 
worked for at the time.  It was then 
that he picked up an agent who sold 
his work in Portland. 

 

not only an art form... 
but a philosophy 

 

 

Iris 

“Anything that excites me 

for any reason, I will 

photograph; not 

searching for the unusual 

subject ma er, but 

making the commonplace 

unusual.” 

               ‐Edward Weston 

 

Steve Blair 



Steve decided to make photography a business 
about two years before retiring from Intel.  His 
wife, Barbara, had started the photo restoration 
piece of the business about ten years ago and 
Steve later added the fine art part.   Portraits 
and weddings came along a couple of years later 
and they created a portrait studio in their home.  
Steve has always wanted to sell his images and 
now finally has the time to make it a reality.  He 
believes that “photography is an art form and 
people should have good art…to enjoy.”  He 
hopes they can look into one of his images and 
enjoy a peaceful break to their day.  
 

 
Today Steve uses a digital camera and has 
converted an extra bathroom into a small 
darkroom to process Platinum/Palladium 
photographs. The platinum process dates back to 
the late 1800’s and Steve makes his own digital 
negatives using Photoshop.  He then coats the 
paper for processing, makes a contact print and 
processes the print in his darkroom. These prints 
are like a very warm black and white print – 
somewhere between sepia and black and white.  
Steve prefers these type prints because they are 
handmade and have a nostalgic look to them.  
 
 

While Steve prefers photographing both still life and landscapes, his main interest is in landscapes 
“because they don’t move or give you their opinions”.  (Steve claims to “not be a real people person” 
but says his wife is).  Steve also enjoys macro photography (highly detailed close-ups) and says it is 
interesting to get really close to a subject and see all of the detail. 
 
While he misses the people and the challenging business problems at Intel, Steve keeps busy and in 
his “spare” time enjoys flying RC airplanes and playing golf.  He is also secretary on the board of a 
non-profit organization that promotes photography as an art form and educates people on 
photography.  He has applied Intel’s meeting principles to this organization and implemented ARs to 
track progress of projects. 
 
Steve’s tip for new retirees to make the transition to retirement easier is to “plan your life after Intel 
before you retire.  Transitioning to a life you have much more control over is quite a change.”   
View Steve’s websites below to view fine art photography, classic photography and photo restoration, 
respectively.  Steve and his wife, Barbara, sell worldwide and can mat and frame images if requested.  
Most sales, however, are for prints only. 
 
www.pbase.com/spbimages   
 
www.blairclassicphotography.com/ 

www.anewphotorestoration.com/ 

 

 

God Rays 
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