
 

Interview and Article by Gene Murphy 

 

Meet EJ Peiker, landscape photographer extraordinaire, who has traveled the world 
from Antarctica to the Dolomites, from Iceland to South Africa. 

 

There are many retirees who have spent their post-Intel years 
traveling around the world to exotic locations. There are also those 
who have become very good photographers. However, there is 
probably only one who has combined these two activities to make a 
successful business. That person is EJ Peiker. EJ lives in the 
Chandler, Arizona area and is a co-founder of the world’s largest 
website dedicated to nature photography, NatureScapes.net. He is a 
world-renowned landscape photographer, who has photographed 6 
of the 7 continents with photos featured in publications of the 
Smithsonian Institute, American Museum of Natural History and 
National Geographic. Somehow Australia has escaped him thus far. 

 

For those of you who do not know EJ, he spent 27 years at Intel 
mostly working in the fab organization. He started his career as a 
Product Engineer on EPROMs in Santa Clara and worked his way up 
the ladder to a Factory Manager both in Fab 12 and Fab 22. Finally 
in 2009 he decided to exercise the rule of 75 and venture into his 
next career, nature photography on a full time basis. 

 

EJ’s passion for photography began 
when he was seven years old and he 
received a Kodak Instamatic camera 
from his grandparents as a Christmas 
present. There was no looking back for 
EJ as he graduated to more and more 
sophisticated equipment. In fact today 
he enjoys restoring old model cameras, 
which he used during his early 
photography days. At a young age he 
began to specialize in shooting 
landscapes and animal life, particularly 
birds. He admits that shooting photos of 
people really didn’t interest him. When I 
asked EJ why he likes shooting photos of 
birds, he said he believes it grew out of 
his love for ducks, which he developed as 
a boy. He also noted that ducks are very 
intelligent birds, which makes them good 
subjects. 

 

EJ at the Grand Canyon 

 
 

AtlanƟc Puffin in Chamomile 
photographed at Latrabjarg, 
Iceland  

Adelie Penguin 
photographed at Brown 
Bluff, AntarcƟca 



As his hobby escalated EJ began to integrate his love of nature and travel with photography. While 
he was working at Intel he would often take off on weekends to visit “cool places” to shoot interesting 
pictures. Taking a “redeye” flight on a Friday night and heading across country to places like 
Barnegat Bay, New Jersey and returning to New Mexico for work on Monday morning was a 
frequent occurrence for him. Naturally after he retired, EJ was able to devote all his time to his 
avocation, which had now become his vocation. Although his title at Naturescapes.net is Technical 
Editor, EJ’s specialty is leading workshops for the company. Now he does not run these workshops 
in an office or room.  No, they are done at exotic locations around the world. For example EJ may 
lead a guided tour to shoot photos of Puffins in Iceland or Leopards in Africa.  

When I asked EJ what locations were his favorites 
to visit, he mentioned quite a few. However, there 
were two places for which he has particular 
fondness: Antarctica and Iceland. He says 
Antarctica is a special place with a pristine 
environment and a striking mountain landscape. 
Also he finds Iceland to be unique. He joked that 
Nordic discoverers should have called it Greenland 
instead of its current name due to its verdant 
landscape. 

 

How does his Intel experience help with his new 
career? EJ says that having an art business, which 
is a largely right-brained endeavor and having 
previously worked in various technical and 
management roles at Intel, which are mostly left-

brained, you’d think there wouldn’t be much overlap. However, skills he learned at Intel like time 
management and negotiating have been useful in his new business. Also so much of digital 
photography is now computer related and digital sensors are made using similar semiconductor 
processes with which he was involved for many years. This 
knowledge helps him to stay sharp and keep up to date on 
technology developments in the photography industry.  

 

EJ has some interesting advice for folks who are seriously 
considering making their hobby a real business. First of all, 
he says you should be exceptionally passionate about it. 
Secondly, you should expect no days off. Also making 
money at a hobby, which becomes a business is difficult. 
Therefore, you should be financially secure to undertake 
the venture. 

 

As far as general advice for all potential retirees, EJ says 
that they should clearly understand what the costs of healthcare are going to be, if they are not yet 
eligible for Medicare. He says that he found the Intel Retiree Medical Plan to be very expensive 
compared to other plans that are available. He advises that after retirement you should plan for 
annual premium costs to increase at 15% per year. So make sure you shop around! 

 

 

Milford Sound, South Island, New Zealand  

 

Leopard, South Africa  

 



EJ is very excited about his photography career 
which he feels is just beginning. Of course he still 
has to get to Australia to shoot some amazing 
photographs. If you’d like to discuss photography 
or learn more about the various continents, you 
can contact EJ at ejpeiker@cox.net or visit the 
website - a great resource for nature 
photographers! 

Alpe di Siusi, Dolomites, Italy  

 

Half Dome, Yosemite 

NaƟonal Park, CA  

 

mailto:ejpeiker@cox.net�
http://www.naturescapes.net/�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



