
Volunteering without Boundaries - Pat Mitchell 
 

Debbie Watson recently interviewed Pat Mitchell, a 2000 Intel retiree who visited Kazakhstan 
during a sabbatical and has returned every year thereafter.  He has recently been honored 
by having a university in Kazakhstan name their Computer Lab after him.  Here is his inter-
esting story. 

 

Pat Mitchell retired from Intel in 2000 after completing his 
last assignment with the “Y2K” program.  This capped a ca-
reer with Intel, beginning in 1979 when Intel acquired MRI 
Systems in Austin, TX.  The former MRI Systems was the 
first Intel location to have showers on site!  Remember 
when that was a big deal?  Pat enjoyed a career doing soft-
ware development, managing software teams, and doing 
software research.  Some of you may have encountered his 
multi-user email system hosted on Xenix that competed with 
cc:mail.  His team also wrote the first motherboard diagnos-
tics for Ethernet components.  During his career, he worked 
in three sites, Texas, Arizona and Oregon. 

On Pat’s last sabbatical, he 
and his wife traveled to Ka-
zakhstan and visited what is 
now the Kazakh-American 
Free University (KAFU).  He 
immediately connected with 
the administration, the stu-
dents and the Kazakhstani 
people.   In Pat’s words, 
“KAFU is preparing leaders in 
a country that is rapidly 
emerging as a player on the 

world scene. It is rich in natural resources (oil & precious metals) and has had political stabil-
ity since its beginning in 1991 when the USSR disbanded. In 1991, Dr. Yerezhep Mambet-
kaziyev (now the president of KAFU) was the Minister of Education for Kazakhstan. He had 
a dream for a college or university that would teach western business principles.  His dream 
took root and now he has stepped out of government and runs KAFU. Kazakhstan is slowly 
evolving from its government-driven business culture into the European/American model. 

 

 

Intel retiree, Dr. Pat Mitchell  

 

 



At the university, Pat has taught computer programming for a semester each academic year since 
2000.  Now that their children are grown, his wife is also teaching.  In addition, since 1998, Pat and 
his wife have hosted some of the students in Portland for a month during the summer.  For the last 
eight years, Pat has directed this program which allows 3-5 students to have direct experience in 
American companies.  Pat says, “Their big “a-ha”  each summer seems to be that “integrity pays off.”  
Four students (pictured below) just returned to Kazakhstan after their visit to Portland, Oregon.  
When asked about Pat, one of those students, Olga Frolova said, “During my stay in the USA, he 
did everything possible and impossible to make my experience in this country unforgettable and pre-
cious.  He became for me not only a good friend but also a remarkable mentor and I am very grate-
ful for his kindness and faith in me. “ 

This is more than just a volunteering opportunity for 
Pat.  Perhaps this is captured best by their slogan, 
“Teaching and loving the students of KAFU.”   He 
and his wife have purchased and donated an apart-
ment in Ust-Kamenogorsk.  The university makes it 
available for other visiting faculty when the Mitch-
ells are not there.  In addition, Pat’s volunteering 
generates money for the University through Intel’s 
Volunteer Matching Grant.  In February of 2007, 
the president of KAFU visited Intel to express his 
appreciation in person.    

 

 

 

Obviously, Pat leverages many of his technical skills at KAFU.  In addition, though, Pat finds that In-
tel’s values have become engrained and color his style and content.  He indicated, “My annual cam-
pus-wide lectures to the student body always seem to reflect these values.  For example, my 2012 
lecture was entitled, “Making Your Company a Great Place to Work.”   A KAFU tradition is now 
based on a experience Pat had at Intel, where his team hosted Andy Grove for lunch in a “skip-level 
meeting.”   KAFU’s President Mambetkaziyev understood the value of this type of insight and regu-
larly meets with underclass students so he can hear from the people “in the trenches.” 

Students Axinya (21), Olga (22), Sergey (22) and Shalkar (21) just left Portland 
after getting an unforgettable experience with American businesses.	 

 

 

Rick Coulson, Intel Senior Fellow, with Pat and KA-
FU President, Dr. Mambetkaziyev on a thank you 
visit to Intel.  Rick has also been to KAFU teaching 
short courses.   

 



Pat’s contributions are appreciated by his stu-
dents and by KAFU.  The most recent expression 
of that appreciation was the naming of a computer 
lab in honor of Dr. Patrick Mitchell.  Check out the 
announcement of the grand opening.   

 

On a more personal note, Pat has been honored with the privilege of participating in three Kazakh-
stani weddings.  Zannah (pictured above) is one of two brides escorted by Pat down the aisle.  A 
third bride asked him to “speak for her parents” to bless their marriage. 

As for other opportunities, “KAFU invites professional men and women of integrity to invest their ex-
periential and academic passion into the future leaders of Kazakhstan.  Some volunteers come for 
as short as two weeks. The university provides food and hotel lodging for visiting faculty, so the out-
of-pocket travel expenses are airfare and visa, approximately $2,000 USD.”  

 

Pat is available to answer questions or facilitate connections to KAFU.  He encourages you to con-
tact him at Pat-Mitchell@WSU.edu.   

 

 

Ribbon cutting ceremony at the newly named 
Professor Patrick Mitchell Computer Lab  

http://kafu.kz/en/news/482-computer-lab-after-patrick-mitchell-opening-ceremony.html�
mailto:Pat-Mitchell@WSU.edu�
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