
Intel Retirees Invited to Site Events 

A 2015 Pilot Program 

 

The Intel Retiree Organization has heard from a few retirees over the years that they would like to 

participate in site related employee events as volunteers or participants.  With this in mind, a pilot program 

was launched at Intel Folsom in 2015.  IRO partnered with Folsom’s Site Planning Committee and launched 

the program in June of 2015. 

Over the second half of the year, five events were chosen and made available to retirees for their selection.  

Different activities were included to learn just what retirees might be most interested in.  The activities 

included: 

 A 5K run originally scheduled in August (later moved to September) at which retirees were invited to 

attend as volunteers handing out water and packets, set-up and take-down, and to cheer and 

encourage the runners.  Retirees could also participate as runners if they chose.  It was a fun filled 

day with balloons and games for kids along with a picnic lunch for everyone who attended.  Since this 

was the very first event of the pilot, the invitation was sent via email, to all Folsom retirees. 

 

 There were also two blood drives made available to retirees - one on October 7th and one on 

December 2nd, both on-site at the Folsom campus.  With the high participation in blood drives at 

most of Intel’s campuses, we thought retirees might also wish to participate.  

 

 Meet Santa Day was held on December 5th and help was needed with three shifts; set-up, tear-down 

and various support spots – like helping children write letters to Santa.  Intel sponsored breakfast 

for the morning volunteers and lunch for those who worked in the afternoon. 

 

 The last event offered in 2015 was an invitation to attend Folsom’s annual Crafts Fair on December 

9th. Our liaison from the Site Planning Committee, Paula Sanderson, offered to escort retirees and 

remain with them until the end of the event. 

With the exception of the first event, the 5K run, these events were posted on IRO’s Home page under 

Announcements.  The link took you to the details of the event – when, where, & what.  RSVPs went to IRO’s 

Folsom Site Coordinator, Vicki Valens, to field questions and forward names of those who volunteered. 

The pilot, itself, was actually quite successful as it was designed to determine the interest level retirees had 

in volunteering and/or participating in site events.  The number of retirees expressing interest in the first 

event, the 5K run, totaled 5, and when the date was changed due to heat concerns, there were no sign-ups. 

There were also no sign-ups for any of the other events. This, however, was exactly what IRO wanted to 

learn. 

On the other hand, the Folsom campus celebrated its 30th anniversary in April of 2014 and Folsom retirees 

were invited to join the celebration.  Many retirees did, in fact, attend and had a great time.  Retirees also 

enjoyed Gordon Moore’s 50th celebration, held in May of 2015 in San Francisco. As a result, the Intel Retiree 

Organization will focus on the inclusion of retirees to site-wide or Intel-wide celebrations, as opposed to 

activities like craft fairs, fun runs, or blood drives.  

Thank you Paula Sanderson of the Folsom Site Planning Committee for being an instrumental part of making 

this pilot possible and for volunteering to escort retirees to these events. 


